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NATIVE FOREST — LOGGING — TRANSITION PACKAGE 
Statement 

HON STEVE MARTIN (Agricultural) [6.26 pm]: I would like to report back to the house about a visit I made 
on Monday to Manjimup with Hon Dr Steve Thomas and Hon James Hayward for a public rally and meeting 
regarding the announcement a couple of days prior to that about the native hardwood sector. I certainly did not try 
to make the mistake of telling those people anything about the forestry industry. They live and breathe it. Manjimup 
has been a timber town for over 100 years and the people attending that rally certainly knew a lot more about the 
sector than I did, and I guess more than the Minister for Forestry as well. We will discuss the rights and wrongs of 
that decision, but I want to relate to members a conversation I had. I made the mistake of referring to the number 
of “jobs”. Hon Dr Sally Talbot and I discussed the other day how many jobs would be affected. I was halfway 
through making that point when the deputy shire president of Manjimup, a woman called Jayde Darin, said, 
“Stop talking about jobs. We’re not jobs, we’re people. We’re St John’s volunteers, we sit on the P&C, we’re involved 
in our kids’ schools, we’re members of the church and we’re volunteers at aged-care facilities.” She is not directly 
involved in the timber industry but she knows lots of people who are. That really struck a chord with me. 
Occasionally in this place, when we are removed from these sorts of circumstances, we talk about jobs and numbers. 
It is really about people. I will not argue the rights and wrongs of that decision tonight, but its impact on those 
people’s lives is real. I got to meet them on Monday during the very sobering couple of hours we spent in Manjimup. 
I hope the government is sincere in reaching out to these people. There were feelings of anger and disappointment 
that the announcement had been made in the Perth hills and not in Manjimup. They want to see representatives of 
government. I am sure that will happen. They would like to sit down across the table and discuss what their futures 
hold. They are nervous, as members would imagine. They deserve some respect and members of the government 
driving south to Manjimup, Nannup and Greenbushes to sit down and work out what the transition package might 
look like and what the future holds for those towns. It was a privilege to attend that meeting as a member of the 
Western Australian Parliament.  

House adjourned at 6.28 pm 
__________ 
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